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Revenge for America!!!  


Revenge is perhaps one of the most disastrous of emotions, and often is a two-way street.  Defined as “retaliation for an offense or injury, an act of retaliation or a vindictive feeling,” – all describe what survivors of September 11, 2001 (9/11) have felt since that horrendous day of mass murder and destruction.  


The announcement Sunday night that Osama Bin Laden (Bin Laden) had been killed at a compound deep within the boundaries of Pakistan will hopefully bring some feelings of closure and perhaps justice to the survivors and families of 9/11.  


The threat of retaliation by the widespread terrorist organization of Al Qaeda must now be dealt with and may energize it to the point of being an even greater threat.  That possibility was recognized immediately as warnings for heightened vigilance against terrorist attacks were issued by American intelligence officials.  


Since 9/11, American intelligence has failed in its efforts to capture or kill Bin Laden.  The Center for Public Intelligence (the Center) prepared an investigative report titled Broken Government, published on December 10, 2008, as the Bush Administration came to a close.  The report was then updated on January 7, 2009, and was covered in-depth in this writer’s on-line column “Seeing the Round Corners.”   (The Center is a Washington-based non-profit organization recognized for its “responsible investigative journalism on issues of public concern.”)  The Center’s report detailed efforts by the Bush Administration to track down Bin Laden in a section titled “Osama Bin Laden Still At Large.”  

Unknown or perhaps ignored by the media is that Bin Laden was on the radar of U. S. Intelligence before Al Qaeda operatives flew the planes into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  The events of 9/11 meant Bin Laden went to the top of the priorities list, but seven years after former President George W. Bush’s
now famous declaration that “the Al Qaeda leader was ‘Wanted Dead or Alive,’” the terrorist leader remained illusive.  


The Center’s report described one of the last widely-reported but failed attempts to capture Bin Laden.  


In December of 2001, “U.S. Special Forces and Afghan allies thought they had cornered the Al Qaeda leader at Tora Bora, a cave complex in the eastern mountains of Afghanistan.  Army officials later asserted that they were not certain if Bin Laden was present at Tora Bora, but in April, 2002, The Washington Post reported that intelligence officials had ‘decisive evidence’ that he was there and that he escaped the battle alive.  Reporters and military experts say that American officials misjudged the commitment of the Afghan militias they relied on to seal off escape routes used by Bin Laden, Al Qaeda leaders and the Taliban.”  

The failed attempt was glossed over by President Bush in a March 2002 press conference:  “I truly am not that concerned about him, I know he is on the run.”  The Center pointed out that after that, “the White House largely stopped talking about Bin Laden.”  The consensus by counterintelligence officials concluded that not talking about the hunt for Bin Laden was because “we’re not succeeding.”  

With the arrest of Bin Laden’s third-in-command in 2003, the hunt for Bin Laden was revitalized in remote areas of Pakistan, based on information provided by Khalid Sheikh Mohammed that proved to be old and outdated.  Pakistan then “forbade American soldiers operating in Afghanistan from crossing the border in pursuit of attackers who fled into the hills, and by the end of 2004, American military personnel were ‘no longer really hunting Mr. Bin Laden.’”  

Also unknown to the American public is that in 2005, the Central Intelligence Agency shut down “Alec Station,” the unit dedicated to hunting Bin Laden, according to the Center’s report.

Pakistan’s role in protecting and providing a haven for Bin Laden in light of the billions in foreign aid the country takes from America should be just cause for immediately cutting the flow of dollars.  When will America learn?  

The final comment from the Center’s report on Bin Laden was this:  “President-Elect Barack Obama’s national security advisers are indicating that the president-elect wants to ratchet up efforts to find the Al Qaeda leader according to recent reports.”  


The announcement on Sunday night says it all.  Congratulations Mr. President!
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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